
 

 

 

 

Did you know October is “National Book Month?” Eleven middle and six high 

school students have joined “Battle of the Books,” a club that, you guessed it, has a 

competition focused on their mutual interest in reading! This group of avid readers 

select books, outside of the required novels in the classroom to enjoy and discuss. 

Students from eight schools across the region participate by reading the same books, 

fifteen for middle school students and twice for high school students. Dedicated and 

energetic librarians, Mrs. Roy and Mrs. Zaleski, said “we look forward to meeting with the 

Battle of the Books groups each week, because they are so enthusiastic about what 

they read.  The discussion is always lively. They just really love to talk about books and so 

do we!”      

Two of the books being read by the high school group are They Both Die at the 

End by Adam Silvera and With the Fire on High, by Elizabeth Acevado. 

Club member, Victoria Elefante is enjoying Silvera’s writing. “This story adds a 

fresh perspective on the ever persisting topic of death.  They Both Die at the End charts 

the beauty of friendship and the importance of appreciating life while you have it. This 

novel will take you on a simultaneously emotional and lighthearted adventure with 

occasional bursts of the heartbreaking sadness of untimely death.” 

 Fellow member Karina Davis, really enjoyed Acevado’s book. “Beautifully 

written, this emotional and insightful novel follows Emoni on her journey towards 

graduation. Tackling themes such as teen pregnancy, racial identity, and the eternal 

question- what to do after high school, Acevedo successfully crafted a story that is 

character driven, complex, and utterly unique.” 



Over in the middle school, club students have been enjoying The Night Diary, 

Home of the Brave, I Am Princess X and Illegal. Club member, Jude Leising read The 

Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani, and thought that it was “a thrilling story filled with 

action and excitement.” Fellow member, Elizabeth Bashant enjoyed “I am Princess 

X”. “This is an awesome book about friendship and not always believing what you’re 

told.”  Bashant said. “You will be captivated by May’s search for her friend and the 

suspense ‘til the end. I highly recommend it.”  

Member Ethan LaBuz loves reading so much, he has already finished four of the 

books and particularly recommends Home of the Brave and Illegal. We thank our 

librarians for bringing the excitement of reading to our students every day, and love 

hearing about our warriors’ latest new finds within the pages of these novels. 

  

 
 

 

 

 


